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No one has more fun building yachts
than Dennis Washington, owner of
226-foot Attessa, perhaps because he
gets so involved In the process.

T On oa recent lace summer day in Vancouver, B.C.,
LDremmnis ":';-'.Hhhi.ﬁiil.hl'l WL |1|1|i\|11n1'_ hiz lates proect, Jll':l-l-q-m. At
To other eyes the yacht was finished; she had even been photographed.
Yex, carpeniers scurned to follow his ad bee directions for betner cala-
Nt SOrage PArtitons and to reposition screens CONILNInEG precious
Lalique panels. There is an elevator aboard the yacht bur he didn’t use
iL, hl'll.ll'.||1r|1; up and down staircases with the energy and lankiness of
a teenager, although he's 50-something years the wiser. Washingion's
enthusiasm bor his katest Arveos overtlows, But mixed with a genthe air
of pride in doing dchimgs with his own hands is the same seeely deter-
mination thar ook him from hard cimes o the Forber 400 lisr. »
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't is safe to say that ever since Washington knew what a Feadship was, he
wanted one. With Attessa, he has a platform big enough to hold all his ideas.

Washington leads a Montana-based empire of mostly privately
held companies, mainly in heavy industry or transperation, and
is chairman of the ":{"ashjngmn Gl'l:rup International, a glc.l:.:_l engi-
neering and construction company employing some 38,000 people
in the United States, western Canada and 35 other countries. It
all started with a $30,000 loan from Carerpillar to buy a single
bulldozer in 1964,

“Hey, | don't want this story to be about me,” barked Washingron.
“Iwane i to be about Artersa.™ However, understanding Washington
i5 the answer o the “why” question thar haunes a discussion of any of
his three yacht reconstruction projects, all named Asewe. He is more
likely vo deliver his short answer, “1 like projects.”

In 1991, he wrened a sturdy 130-foot Kong and Halvorsen mrawler
named FeCarr into a sleek 143-foot yacht prerry enough o land a
supporting role to Roberr Redford and Demi Moore in the movie
fndecent .I"’n:.'_lh:.'m-!'. He modeled the refinements on a Fn:-a,ds.]'up |:|:|_1'|-u_-|J
nearby in San Diego—Joan Krocs Jmprampra. Then, in 1995, he
got the chance wo buy feprompss and set abour revamping her for a
multiscason lifestyle, adding a longer stern and a helicopter pad.

Washingron doesn't refic boars, he guts them, keeping spaces
that fit his needs and eompletely reinventing those that don't. All
three Artessas, his floar plane, jet and helicoprer have benefired
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from the extraordinary skills of Seattle-based stylise and designer
Glade Johnson, bur Washington's uncanny ability 1o imagine in
three dimensions are ar their very core.

In 20602 he boughe, Awina, a 204-foor Feadship built in 1998, which
suffered a bizarre fire in 2001 that affected just the engine room and
the upper deck bur filled the interior with smoke, After a protracted
insurance bartle, the owner put Aviea up for mle and Washington
grabbed it. At last he had a plasform big enough to hold all his ideas.

“Dennis has a way of looking ar things other people think are dead
and seeing viability,” said one of Washington's ream members, “He
was that way in the beginning with dump trucks and scrapers and
later with the Butte mine he bought from ARCO. He just sees how
1o make things work, often in new and different ways.”

Washingron's vision for the newest Atrena gelled during a shost
cruise on the boat not long after purchase. *Dennis wanted to improve
the boar’s water access in a big way, he didn't like the placement of
the gym, and he thought the main seaircase should be grand,” said)
Johnson. His answer to the fire damage on the upper deck was 1o cut
the deck off entirely and seare over,

It’s safe o say that ever since Washington knew what a Feadship
was, he wanred one. With fmpromptu, he had the chance to take one
apart and pur it back together, hiring De Voogr o engineer the sern
extension and the helideck. Yer thar boar was not built to Lioyd's clas
and predated MCA,

With his nexr Fﬂilﬁip. he was E'!'I-.ing ﬁ:ll top marks. Mot |1ni}' dsd
he contract the De Veogt office again for engincering assistance on the
24-foot stern extension and the upper deck—which had now morphed

wis suspect except the main engines, he replaced it all with the systes
Feadship is currently specifying for new builds, All rogether, Are
an up-to-date Feadship, just one nor completed in Haolland,
So why didn't he just order a new Feadship? “The process woul
kill him,” Johnson said withour a second’s hesitation. “He has 1o b
involved every day, sometimes all day. He makes running chang
Mo yard could handle that, and he couldn’t handle noe being able
get from his desk to his project in juse a couple of hours.”
Attessai rebirth ecame at Vancouver Shipyards, which is parr of
Washington Marine Group of companies, broadly involved in ocs
transportation, ship repair and shipbuilding, Washingron chides his
self a bit for the fact that he spent three imes as much on rebuildes
the boat as he did on purchasing it, and thar’s bare costs, working
his own yard, I wouldn't have taken chis on if 1 didnt have these facil
ties,” he said. “Sometimes we'd build something, and I'd look ar it =
say, "Thats not right,” and start over.” But Washington’s savvy o
record of success is safe with Atteisa; with the dollars weakness agas
the Euro, he's got a 226-foor 2005 Feadship ar a steep discount.
In reconfiguring the yacht's af end, Washingron knew he wans
1o hide the tys not stowed in bays forward on the main deck, so o
needed 1o be a garge as well as several places for people to enjoy sus
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boarding tenders. For Johnson, split
deck was bom. A half-level
¢ covered, formal outdoor living room on the main deck is a
A harch leacls

at of the w ay ol ;1-.-';-::

ilated to splat bevels, and the besch
CXRLIsL 1_I|'. [l_‘.l.-; I\.'-IIII |||,'|_!l, -.;|'|,|'r'- .'|II|.| N} I'.|'|I '.'.II'\I.
 day head and steam room deverly sandwiched berween the
control room and lacarene. Wide steps sweep down from
1 d deck boyond.

BOCK TO II"'.\, AIm '|..|:|
in tollowing the original holl lin

I M -..l.'l-

o DU COMCET IS WAS l:I'1'.

.|:'!_l|.,'r |:'_'|-;,' ||||.|| BITW, :|.|_' MEEITOWEr I:i'.l_' L '-.'-l.:lljl-\.: |'||_'|_-,:||1'\:|_'_"
nson. e achieved balance by beginning ro widen the boar
WiET I b raul -'|.'|'|". at burst and then |1l|".||1r|z'_ il AL |'u_:-||_||-.- ak

Johneon's office used a 3-0 made ling |"rl.'-‘|';T?l'l1 I COCate
1 Red this ANCE, &k 'n\-, FL I‘l W "J'\.I'l o '|'\l AL, CRRCTHIF

1l the shape of the superstructure, and sent elecironic files 1o
¢ van der Hoek and Ronno Schouten in the De Yooge office
ght calcularions and structural deiling
wew superstructure above the bridge deck is composite, its
by Jamicki Marne. It was construcied in a single piece
G0 Feer :.,|-.:_- ar Momhem Manne anad I\.:I'::I.'n.i. up fiom Scat

club deck b with an outdoos

|-|:|.r.gr aied A ].|n:.r.-'|
i [ransits oo 3 [ve-sgation TSI, which is followed by "a
Ag FowaiTy, At Lnforrmad |,'|,||_|_- for breakbait |,'|,||,|||_'.~|1|'|| with a armall
where guests can erder up cggs any style ar a glass-topped break-
or relax with coffee in a suode ':'Ll.|]'-|1 Lauren chair. Tucked
41" = r -l dnf -|| AT K 3 i .|'_ :"I:.\,i;;l'a 'u.!.rl'l :.";.E[ DOV ETER: (i 3
O .

Aft, beyond a curved glasi wall that rames & unique

maircase, an EC-130 hel copeter s I.H'I-.EI.' ol |l|a:.'l:.

Nhen it comes to decorating, the houses are hers but the boat 1s mine.

ve the dub deck is an imaginaoe sky deck with forward
tion seating. A covered center service area is underneath the
if domes, while weatherproof fabeic drapes aft-Facing lounges
Although one deck was n'.'|l|:|.-_|.'-l with two,
icenmae is lower

painted Harey-Davidson

Bedouin rent.

pual maximum height of the domes and ar

i Apiiad, and the entine structurne
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we huge square portlights in the guest cabins disappear.

acddition o Johnsen, Washington's project eam included his
led McCumber and Fred Larson, who have been
And not o be overlooked is Phyllis

apains,

-
um since the lirsy Astecea.
-a desien force in her owen nght. If anyone knows how

erpret Dennis Washingron's ideas, its his wike of 41 years. Adver
ungions early business ventures gained success, Phyllis euie

ccaching job and bepan studying design and antiques, Her firse

J 1" & -
e was || s Inpersors and several vears ago she npe med Maison
a large antiques store in Palm Deserr, California. ."'||‘.|'|ll'1|!'_'li
. g
i @ line of Semancaiion

fon apprecianes his wile s tasoe, there

d Mhyllis char when it comies to who has hinal say on decorating;

houses are hers but the boat i@ mine,”

While [ohnson did the space r'-|||"|'ll" and architecrural decails,
{lis Washingron sourced all loose furnituse, fabncs, window treat-

nes and canpets The r.'._'r-..am oodar scheme blossoamed from ode

shimmering. coppery, slk onganza, which appears as Eloor-1o-cx
v

drapei in the main salon and stairway. Yinanons on copper-
to sunset colors—appear throughout the yacht, contrasting with

grayness of the Pacific Northwest and the blue-greens of tropical sc

One at the striking fearures of the new AFFANEEMENnE 15 ths
marte scale of the spaces
with one or two other people. 1 don’t wani 1o beel out of pls
roms e P'"'C"l for a coowwd,” said Washingron. In his previ
his desk was in a corner of the skylounge. Now, he has a des
office behind the bridge in a space that was once ;
ful space with a black-lacquered French Deco desk, ebony floos
doors bacing the atfum staircase and wall-size Coromandel s

“Their goal was to keep the boar homey,™ sand
O OAFETEIT IS Fmp!f and wome rooms by size alone seem

J::||1:'.|.|II

rous. There iz no |_=|r.|m| -.Einl.rll: salon; his stvle 15 to eat ourdoo

Another element |.|I!- their '-1:.'|.|.' i3 an n‘ln‘lu. AR EES |_-|' COIMiEoT

H‘.I‘H [r-\. = | Ill wh

new furniture mixed with functional antiques, A nod o Biederm.

is the theesd thar unites herniture and accessores crafted over s
Artrssa looks like a beloved home Full

rather than an homage 1o shopping in the nearest design d

CETHUIEEE of colbected 1
While he is pardoular about artwork, the exact provenance of ma
the antigues 15 somewlar lost on Washingron,

for investmient. 1 bought them because [ liked them and be

°l didnt buy anew

‘.|:-|':|' |l:i1:y‘ '\-||1.'|-:'I|1:i|'|¥ o the pooan,” he said, \I'II'II';!'_II'l:'_ Ukne suct
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“something” is an erched glass Beaux-Ars chandeier by Marius
Ernest Sabino, which lights the rorunda in the main salon

There are, of course, details he does delight in pointing out: halo-
graphic fireplaces in the bridge-deck salon and master stareroom
so real you have wouch them; a siv-layer glass skylight by Markian
Olynyk ar the wop of the central staircase; and a state-of-the-ar
generator installation featuring three of the latese cleaner-burning
Cat Eensets in a '--:rl'.||-:|.|l:\-::-1:l|. Eoain. A separate contrel room for
entertainment and communications equipment—called Houston
Control—is forward berween the crew mess and a staff cabin, Afressa
is also the first yacht in the world with an eight-hour UPS bamery
backup instead of an emergency genser sancrioned by MCA.

Berween the main fover and the master stateroom is a dedicaned
theater that seats at least 12 people on two levels of curved sofas
facing a wall-size projection screen designed by Linn Audio, [t's
not as funky as the ourdoor thearer setup on the second Arreras
sun deck, but it's far more functianal.

In the 14 YEArs SICE 1‘:‘;":1‘-]Iil:l|_’.|lll:ll.1 firsr Aetersz ran in ShoreBagir,
few things have -.|1:||1§'_|.'-J.. "i!"r“a:h-.nglun. who laments he doesni
have an architect’s educarion, still carries projects to fruition in
exacring derail. Yancouver Shipyard already holds Washingron's
next work in progress. The former Boeing corporate yacht,
Daediafns, a 120-foorer built ar Abeking & Rasmussen in 1966,
is already being purted for the Washington treatment. He liked
her classic ]’|11|i|1 Rhodes lines, and when he heard HI.H'IHj-l no
longer wanted her, he made an immediare offer. Washington sees
it as a complement 1o his rugged Canadian island lodge. And he's
already renamed it feprompen, O

F ST =0 Vancowrer Skipyards Co,, 50 Pemberion Ave., Morth Yancouver. BC. Ganada WTP ZA2 §04-988-6361. De Voogt Naval Architects, Zijlweg 148c,
2000 GE Hawrlem, Holkand, 31 (D)3 524 7000

Builder: Roval Van Leal/Vencoaver Shipverds Year Inmarsaf C, Sailor SCA000 lrifium Magnedhe compass; Furuno color sonar CH-36 'Wind issirements: BEG
launched: 005 LOA: 226 (63 5Bm) Beam: 36'9°  Anschwetz TMC-20 53B: Skanti TRP7203 w/05C9000  Hydra @ Weatherfax: Furuno DFAX 210 Mositering
1imi  Drafe: 119" [26m| Max. spesd: 16 knots Depth finder; Furumo color vides sounder FCV-282,  system: DataStar

Cridgimg speed: 13 knots Rampe: 5000 nm  Hull

matedial; steel Superstrecturs meterial: aleminum,

smpnsita Feel capacity: 37000 UL, gal_ (140,000
1.1 Frashwaier capacity: 11,000 U5, gal {41,000
7. Nawal archtaetere: De Voopt Nawal &rchi-
acls baterior daglgs: Blade Johnson Desigri Dwmer

Exterior stylimg: Glade Johnsor Classification
certification: Lisyds Maltess Crosg 100 A1, S5C, Yacht
Po LMC, MCA Engimes: 2% Catarpiliar 35168 DI-TA Gen-
erators: T Caterpillar 9, 215 saLh -ﬁ.lrlll'lﬂ“iﬂliﬂu 1
WA Epefng!/Carriei Walsrmakar: 23 HEM 40 series;
7,000 ged Stabilizers: Qesdvam, 2ass Spead Convar

an Bow threster: Jastram, 150 hg S1am thruster;

gih retractable Azmuthing Z-drive, 150 hi Sataline
T™V: Seatel 2094 Antenna, Sony D55 redeneer Radar;
2% Furunn 2815 x-band Chart plotter:

ransas Mavisailor 3000 ECDIS  Riitépi- 2 = : _'I - At __'_"_

BERICGE DECH

gt Anschgiz Nautopilat 2010 Gyrocam- e _} ﬁ g =
pass: 7x Arngchutz Standard 20 GIPS: '].._::.'-:::'::.._: « W
-

v Leica ME1ODGRS, 1x Leica MX430
% Satcoms: MEAA Inmarsat Flest 77
JERA Stendard B, Zx Saklor W209%B
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~w mose wiha lske their
witities with alifude, the
wit-erk Jagurzi, below
gt s four levels abawe one
walsbem under the teak axpasis
o beach deck, beyend the
s fer @ small craw hoat,
Pemrbpghing tha baach deck is
- pndgicguar Suldgsr [iveng
e ‘thed 5 illE out o the main
gign_ Throughout the yacht,
e furmiture allows spaces
b reconfigured.
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